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The seasonaily adjusted number of employed persons in NSW was 
2,791,200 in February 1996, a fail of 0.3% on the previous month. 
Nationally, there was a rise of 0.2% in employment over the same 
period. 


The seasonally adjusted number of unemployed persons in NSW was 
234,400 in February 1996, a fall of 0.56% on the previous month and a 
fall of 10.0% over the previous year. The seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate in February 1996 was 7.7% in NSW and 8.4% 
nationally. 


The seasonally adjusted number of new dwelling units approved in NSW 
in January 1996 was 3,243, a decrease of 4.0% on the previous month. 


The seasonally adjusted figure for new motor vehicle registrations in 
NSW increased by 0.1% from 18,469 in December 1995 to 18,481 in 
January 1996. 


The number of guest nights for licensed hotels, motels etc. with facilities 
in NSW for the December Quarter 1995 was 5,576,600, representing a 
decrease of 1.3% on the previous quarter. This compares with a national 
decrease of 0.6% over the same period. 


The value of housing finance commitments for owner occupation in 
NSW in January 1996 feil by 6.6% from the previous month but 
increased by 17.5% on the previous year. 


This publication provides information on a wide range of economic 
indicators which are the latest available at the time of publication. In a 
number of cases, figures appearing in this summary are preliminary and 
are subject to revision in subsequent issues. 


For detailed explanatory notes and definitions for the items shown in 
this publication, readers are referred to the specific ABS publications. 


Current publications produced by the ABS are listed in the Catalogue of 
Publications (1101.0). A Release Advice (1105.0) is issued on Tuesdays 
and Fridays which lists publications to be released in the next few days. 
These publications are available from any ABS office. 


Gregory W. Bray 
Deputy Commonwealth Statistician 


INQUIRIES: * for furtber information about statistics in this publication and the availability of 
related unpublished statistics, contact Bill Markham on Sydney (02) 268 4376 or any 


ABS office. 


* for information about other ABS statistics and services please contact Information 
Services on Sydney (02) 268 4611 or any ABS office. 


1 NATIONAL ECONOMY 


Latest Change over Change 
Indicator Unit period onoer period over year 
National Accounts percentage change, 
average 1989-90 prices, (seasonally adjusted)— 
Gross non-farm product 6: Dec, atr 95 0.5 Lg 
Gross domestic product % Dec. gtr 95 0.5 2.4 
Figures for preceding periods 
————————. rr Figure 
Latest Latest One Two Three one 
indicator Unit period figure period ago periods ago —s periods ago year ago 
Balance of payrnents— 
Merchandise exports $m Jan. 36 5 879 6 762 5 933 6 247 4 866 
Merchandise imports $m Feb. 96 -6 264 6 475 -5 946 ~§ 332 -5 610 
Balance on merchandise trade $m Jan. 96 -582 815 -905 -465 ~922 
Balance on goods and services $m Jan. $6 -466 822 -947 -615 883 
Balance on current aecount $m Jan. $6 —1 869 -714 —2 999 —2 367 -2 601 
Balance on current account 
{seasonally adjusted) $m Jan, 96 -1 640 -1 701 -2 143 ~1 948 —2 561 
Tarms of trade for goods and services— 
index {seasonally adjusted) 1989-50 = 100 Dec. qtr 95 93.8 93.7 93.2 92.7 O13 
Exchange Rates at end of period— 
SUSSA Jan. 96 0.7447 0.7450 0.7469 0.7566 0.7583 
Trade weighted index of 
value SA May 1970 = 100 Jan. 96 54.7 53.9 $3.8 54.3 54.5 
Interest Rates— 
Prime rate (Source: Reserve Bank} % Feb. 96 10.75 10.75 10.66-10.75 10.65-10.75 10.60-10.75 
BALANCE OF PAYMENTS GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT, AUSTRALIA 
AUSTRALIA SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 
(Monthty) {Average 1989-1990 prices, quarterly) 
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2 NEW SOUTH WALES IN RELATION TO OTHER STATES AND AUSTRALIA 
Latest 
period NSW Vic. Old SA WA Tas. Ausi. 
Indicator % % % % % % % 
Unemployment rate (seasonally adjusted) Feb, 96 7.7 9.1 8.8 9.38 7.9 9.9 8.4 
Percentage change from previous year— 
Employed persons Feb. 96 2.7 2.1 2.2 0.3 2.3 4.5 2.2 
Consumer price index: all groups Dec. qtr 95 5.8 43 4.3 4.4 4.8 4.4 S.1 
Average weekly ampioyee earnings: 
full-time adult ordinary time (trend estimates) Nov, 95 6.3 4.1 4.6 1.3 6.38 2.7 5.1 
Retail tumover (trend estimates) Jan. 96 11.0 5.9 5.8 FL 10.3 6.3 8.3 
New metor vehicle registrations Jan. 96 -1.7 5.6 30.0 -1.6 -19.9 0.7 3.5 
Dwelling units approved Jan. 96 ~25.4 -15.0 -33.4 -54.1 -19,2 4.6 -26.8 
Value of non-residential building approved Jan, 96 34.7 7.1 -28.8 174.8 97.3 207 2 25.8 
Value of alt buildings approved Jan. 96 —-O.4 -1.5 -27.3 9.3 29.4 104.1 ~2.1 
Value of engineering construction work done Sept. gtr 95 30.9 7.4 -7.0 -9.6 49.8 19.0 ab 
Room occupancy rate in licensed hotels 
and motels ate. Dec. gtr 95 2.2 4.5 -1.6 0.2 16 2.9 12? 
Actual private new capital expenditure Sept. gtr 95 6.2 a7 8.3 -25.3 38.1 44.3 9.1 
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3 NEW SOUTH WALES IN RELATION TO AUSTRALIA 


New South Wales Austraiia 
Change Change Change Change 
from from same from from same 
Laiest = Latest prior perlod Latest prior period 
Unit period = Figure pefiod prior year figure period prior year 
Indicator % % % % 
Pogulation 
Estimated resident population ‘000s June qtr 95 6115 0.29 1.09 18054 6.30 L2t 
Civitan population aged 15 years and over 000s Feb. 96 4838 0.13 1.26 14261 06,14 147 
Labour Farce 
Employed persons—full-time (original series) ‘000s Feb. 96 2139 -10 19 6 272 — 1.8 
—tetal fonginal series) ‘000s Feb. 96 2 772 09 2.7 8 264 1.0 2.2 
—toial (seasonaily adjusted) ‘000s Feo. 96 2791 ~03 27 8 336 O2 22 
Unemployed persons—toriginal series} ‘900s Feb. 96 260 22 —-10.1 857 3.0 -3.3 
—_(seasonally adjusted) ‘000s Feb, 96 234 -05 -100 f67) O23 -3.3 
Labour force (seasonatly adjusted) ‘000s Feb. 96 3026 03 16 9 104 0.1 L7 
Particioation rate (seasonally adjusted) % Feb, 96 62.5 0.4 0.3 63.8 _— 0.2 
Unemployment rate (seasonally adjusted) % Feb. 96 7.7 -O€=F.2  -i13 84 -05 4,9 
Job vacancies ‘000s. Now 95 25 -20.6 -13.2 56 ~9.6 —15.1 
Weekly paid overtime per employee fa) Fours Now 95 7.0 07 4.9 6.9 14 8.1 
Average Weekly Employee Eamings 
Full-time adult ordinary tme eamings (rend estimates} $ Nov 95 694,00 14 6.3 661.40 Li 5,1 
Ail employees total eamings (trend estimates) $ Now 95 585.00 09 3.6 554.50 0.6 2.3 
Industrial Disputes—Working days lost ‘000s Dec. 95 48 -874 -416 10.2 -85.2 -80.5 
Consumer Price Index, All Groups 1989-90=100 Dec. gtr 95 118.3 0.9 5.8 118.5 0.8 5.1 
Retail Turnover frend estimates) $m Jan, 96 3 626 0.6 11.0 10 103 0.4 8.3 
New Motor Vehicle Registrations (seasonally adjusted) No. Jan, 96 18 481 O41 -7.1 53 252 2.2 -18 
Passenger vehicies (seasonally adjusted) No. Jan. 36 15 862 L2 -6.8 44 371 id ~2.4 
Other motor vehicles (excl, motor cycles) (seas. adj.) No. Jan. 96 2619 -6.2 -8.9 8 881 6.0 -0.3 
Production 
Clay bricks (seasonally adjusted) (b} miltion Jan. 96 34.3 -38.2 -83.4 100 -14.2 42.9 
Flectricity (seasonally adjusted} million kWh dan. 96 5107) -4.3 2.1 14 022 L& 0.6 
Gas (seasonally adjusted) (b} terajoules Jan. 96 8158 -21 -7.3 52246 -0.9 0.4 
Overseas Trade 
Irnports $m Feb. 96 2711 -86 125 6205 -6.2 11.5 
Exports, Australian produce $m Jan, 96 1269 -93 20,4 5622 -12.6 18.41 
Tourism 
Overseas visitor short-term artivals ‘000s Dec, 95 177) 06213 114 422 23.1 10.0 
Resident overseas short-term departures ‘000s Dec. 95 118 «649410 7.5 279 389 5.7 
Licensed hotels, motels etc. with factlities— 
Guest nights 000s) =—s-:;Dec. qtr 95 5576.6 -13 3.1 161759 -0.6 2.0 
Room occupancy rate % Dec. gtr 95 60.1 -O2 2.2 597 —-O3 12 
Building 
Approvals—— 
Dwelling units (seasonally adjusted) No. Jan. 96 3243 -4.0 -26.1 9580 74 -284 
Value of new residential uilding (seasonally adj.) = Sir Jan. 96 317 -6.5 -212 923 -5.8 -24.3 
Value of non-residential building $m Jan, 96 282 «28.2 34.7 794 20.5 25.8 
Value of ail ouilding sm Jan. 96 652 10.4 0.1 1 758 5.4 —2.4 
Commencements— 
New dwelling units No, Sept. ctr 95 10876 -106 -26.2 33296 -7.8 32.5 
Value of new residential buildings (c} $m Sept. gtr 95 1084 -10.0 -25.4 3002 ~10.6 -~31.4 
Value of non-residential building {c} $m Sept gtr 95 1019 212 44.6 2546 -1.0 28.2 
Value of all building {c) $m = Sept. qtr 95 2 344 2.6 4.0 6080 -6.1 -12.4 
Value of work done in period {ch $m = Sept. gtr 95 2 559 10 10.2 6 914 — ~2.4 
Engineering Construction 
Private contractors— 
Value of work commenced Sm = Sept. qtr 95 5389 265 -11.4 2001 26.0 11.8 
Value of work done $m = Sept. gtr 95 767 = 33.1 43.3 1879 10.2 a3 
Value of work yet to be done $m = Sept. gtr 95 £248 -117 27.2 3524 -3.1 18.7 
Value of work done by public sector $m Sept gtr 35 514 -38.1 15.9 1433 -29.1 14.2 
Finance 
Housing finance for owner occupation—secured 
commitments to individuals by significant lenders $m Jan, 96 1127) -66 17.5 3407 -16 20.8 
Personal finance commitments—significant lenders = $m Jan. 96 832 -94 23.4 2 554 Li 25.0 
Commercial finance commitments—significant lenders Sm Jan. 96 3867 -39.7 35.8 11910 -14.7 72.6 
Savings balances at end of month— 
All banks (d) (Source: Reserve Bank} Sm Jan. 96 122 221 18 te} 278035 -0,2 10.4 
Building societies Sm Jan. 96 3 620 0.8 9.8 11 385 0.6 -3.6 
Credit uniens $m Jan. 96 5860 -0.4 16.4 13 259 0.1 15.9 
Actual New Fixed Capital Expenditure (f} $m Sept. qtr 95 2726 -14.5 4.2 8614 -83 o.4 
New buikdings and structures $m Sept. gtr 95 600 «185 0.6 2477 8.4 23.9 
Equipment, plant and machinery $m Sept. qtr 95 2126 ~-207 0.1 61237 -13.6 2.5 
(a) Average weekly overtime fours for those employees who were paid for overtime. (b) Includes Australian Capital 
Termtory. (¢} Average of 1989-50 prices. (d@) Average of weekly deposit balances. (@) Not available due to revi- | | | 
sions only Seing done natonaily. (f By private enterprises. 
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